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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR PINT MASS IR 

SUB J : SHAH'S INTERVIEW WITH AP 

1 . "PARTIAL TEXT" OF INTERVIEW GRANTED BY SHAH TO APS 
STANLEY M SWINTON DEC 8 WAS PROMINENTLY FEATURED ON 
IRANIAN RADIO AND IN MORNING PRESS DEC 12. ITS TEXT 

WAS ESSENTIALLY AS CARRIED BY AP WIRE SERVICE WITH ONLY TWO 
MINOR DELETIONS, ONE INSIGNIFICANT AND THE OTHER REPORTED 
ELSEWHERE. MOST PAPERS HEADLINED SHSH'S STATEMENT THAT HE 
"IS SHOPPING AROUND FOR ARMS," BUT HE PREFERRED TO BUY 
FROM THE US. ALSO PROMINENTLY NOTED WERE SHAH'S COMMENTS 
ON ENERGY PRICES AND SECURITY OF THE GULF. 

2. COMMENT: INTERVIEW CONTAINS NOTHING NEW TO ANYONE WHO 
HAS BEEN FOLLOWING IRAN'S POLICY AND SHAH'S STATEMENTS IN 
RECENT MONTHS. FACT IS PUBLISHED INTERVIEWS WITH SHAH HAVE 
BEEN OCCURRING AT GREATER FREQUENCY OVER PAST FEW WEEKS THAN 
HAS BEEN THE CASE IN PAST SEVERAL YEARS. SOME OF THESE 
INTERVIEWS HAVE CONCENTRATED ON INTERNAL REFORMS AND THE 
IMPORTANCE OF NEW GOVERNMENT ORGANS SUCH AS THE IMPERIAL 
COMMISSION TO CUT DOWN WASTE IN THE ECONOMY, AND THE FUNCTIONS 
OF THE COUNTRY'S SINGLE POLITICAL PARTY, THE RASTAKHIZ 

PARTY. OTHER INTERVIEWS, PARTICULARLY THOSE GRANTED TO 
FOREIGN VISITORS, HAVE REITERATED IRANIAN POSITIONS ON ARMS 
SUPPLIES AND AREA SECURITY WITH A FREQUENCY THAT WOULD 
SUGGEST SHAH WANTS TO BE SURE IRAN’S POLICY IS WELL UNDER- 
STOOD ABORAD PARTICULARLY IN THE WEST) AND IS NOT UNDER- 
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GOING AND SIGNIFICANT CHANGE EITHER VOLUNTARILY OR UNDER 
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